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I. 
PREFACE. 


During the Revolutionary period New York was unquestionably 
the stronghold of Loyalism, and had more adherents to the British 
flag than any other state. Marly in 1776 it was currently stated that 
all the leading inhabitants were at heart with the Crown. 

Nor were the loyalists Mnglishmen. ‘They were Americans and 
proud of it; but Americans who sincerely believed that the best in- 
terests of the colonies would be served by remaining a part of the 
great empire whose sense of justice would ultimately lead to the re- 
moving of hardships, and the knitting together in a firm and compact 
body of the ‘‘mother country and her colonies.’”! 

In New York there were special reasons for the existence of a 
strong loyalist fecling. The city had been for many years the head- 
quarters of the army and the seat of the principal royal government 
in America. The little court circle there gave tone to public opinion. 
The Episcopal Church was there in the ascendant; and its laymen 
were ordinarily, like their rectors, loyalists. 

The Declaration of Independence was for them a rude awaken- 
ing, as from that time no neutral course was possible. Every Ameri- 
ean had then to choose between remaining a subject of Great Britain 
—which had always been his pride—and declaring himsclf a citizen of 
the newly-born nation. In this momentous issue the loyalists took 
the same view the North did in the Civil war; they held that ‘‘loyalty”’ 
was one of the greatest virtues; that the supporters of the established 
government were acting an honourable part; that the state and flag 
must be preserved, and rebellion suppressed at all hazards; even, if 
necessary, by the sword. 


1 Chandler: ‘‘What think ye of Congress now’’? 
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[l. 
FOREWORD. 


I‘amily genealogists show that the Ogdens were an old Saxon 
family, and that the name gradually changed trom Oakden, to Okden, 
and them to Ogden. 

That the various branches of the Ogden family in America are 
descended from one original stem in England is attested to by the 
common traditions and the ever present oak branches and acorns in 
the coats-of-arms held by them.’ 

The origin of this device carries us back to the days of King 
Charles I. When that unfortunate sovereign was fleeing toward Scot- 
land pursued by Cromwell’s soldiers he is said to have found tempo- 
rary refuge at the home of an Ogden. ‘There the King and Lord 
Wilmot, who accompanied his sovereign, were secreted in the branches 
of an oak tree, and thus escaped detection. It is furthermore stated 
that the King before leaving, asked Ogden’s wife to name her shortly- 
expected child, Wilmot, in honor of his friend; since which time this 
name has been conspicuous in the Ogden family. When Charles ILI, 
came to the throne, he heard the story and granted the Ogden tamily 
_ coat-of-arms, with the significant oak leaves and acorns. 

Should Mrs. Vermilye’s suggestion* that the Jonathan Ogden 
(d. 1732) whose wife was Susannah Dunscomb, be the same Jonathan 
Ogden found in the records of airfield, Connecticut, August 7th, 
1719,—as may well be the case—the earliest ancestor of our branch 
of the family would be Richard Ogden, who, with his brother John, 
came from England to Long Island in 1640, but moved shortly after- 
ward to Stamford, Conn. These brothers were architects, and in 1648 
built the stone church with the high-pitched roof seen in the pictures 
of Niew Amsterdam. This church is said to have been dedicated to 
St. Nicholas, and with the voice of its bell—one of the old bells from 
Porto Rico—it regulated the life of the people.* 

Family traditions say that other Ogdens, of later date, were archi- 
tects, or ‘‘master-builders,’’ as they were then called; and official 
records, recently come to light, show that such was the profession of 
Benjamin Ogden, who, through scanty memoranda, was formerly 
pointed to as the head of our line of Ogden ancestry. 

We now know that this Benjamin Ogden,* who was a lieutenant 


1 William Ogden Wheeler, Ogden Family Historian. 
2 Ogden Family History.’’ 

3 Todd’s: ‘Story of New York.’’ 

4 Born June 22, 1735. 
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in the Prince of Wales American Regiment, was the grandson of 
Jonathan Ogden and his wife Susannah Dunscomb. He was prob- 
ably born in Rye, New York; where his father—Jonathan 2nd,— 
served as vestryman in the Parish Church in 1785-1736.) In his will, 
dated October 11th, 1750, Jonathan Ogden, 2nd, styles himself: 
‘‘Of the city of New York, Innkeeper.’’ Just when he moved from 
Rye to New York is not known. 

The Boston Post, which ran weekly in summer and fortnightly in 
winter, made its headquarters at Mr. Jonathan Ogden’s: the Sign of 
the Black Horse, in upper Queen (now Pearl) street. It then required 
five days of travel to go from New York to Boston, and nearly three 
to go from New York to Philadelphia. The rush and hurry of modern 
days were then unknown. 

Although written a few years later some words from a letter of 
the Marquis de la Fayette give an interesting glimpse of the inns in 
a period when customs did not change with the rapidity of our times. 
Referring to his experiences in this country la Fayette wrote: 


**Simplicity of manners, the desire to oblige, and a mild and 
quiet equality are the rule everywhere. The inns are very differ- 
ent from those of Europe. The master and mistress sit down with 
you and do the honors of an excellent dinner; and, when you de- 
part, there is no bargaining over the bill.’” 


Here we have a picture of Jonathan Ogden, 2nd, and his wife 
Wilmot, whose name justifies the pronouncement of her being of 
Ogden descent. 

Both Jonathan and Wilmot Ogden were taken from this world 
in 1753, and the inn property passed at that time out of the family. 
Benjamin, who was the fourth child, would then have been eighteen 
years of age. We have no record of the date of his wedding, but it 
must have oceurred in, or before, 1758, as the baptism of his first child 
is recorded in Trinity Church as follows: 


‘*Dorthea, dau. Benjamin and Rachel Ogden, b. Sept. 20, 
1759; bap. Oct. 14, d.y. Benjamin Ogden, Sarah Barrenock. 
(Sponsors. ) ”’ 


His wife was Rachel Westervelt, born July 5th, 1735, but of her 
ancestry there is no certain record, beyond a faint tradition that she 
came from Bergen County, New Jersey. In passing we note the fol- 
lowing: ‘‘Lubbert Lubberston Van Westervelt came with his brother, 
William Lubberston, and their families, from Meppel, Province 
Dreuth, Holland, in the ship ‘Hope,’ April, 1662, and settled in 
Bergen County, New Jersey.’”* 


1 Trevelyan: ‘‘American Revolution.’’ 
* Mrs. Vermilye: ‘‘Ogden Fam. Hist.’’ 
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RACHEL OGDEN. 
A LoYAList ANCESTRESS. 


It was upon a world striding swiftly toward trouble that Rachel 
Ogden! first opened her eyes. 

She was born January 20th, 1761, at which time the brillant 
society that had caused New York to be termed a ‘‘second London’’ 
had, in a measure, changed. <A sterner age was approaching. An age 
in which the souls of both Wligs and Tories were to be tried to the 
utmost. limits of endurance, each sincerely believing their cause to be 
the right one. 

She was the daughter of Benjamin Ogden and Rachel Wester- 
velt, his wife, who, as old records show, owned at one time considerable 
property in New York City. They had a lease of some ‘Trinity Church 
property good for a term of twenty years dating from the 25th day 
of March, 1760, which record would at least suggest that their 
daughter, Rachel, was born in the vicinity of Trinity Church. 

She was a wide-awake child, and although but four years old at 
the time of the passage of the Stamp Act (1765), may well have re- 
membered the excitement of those days, and doubtless looked out upon 
the great torchlight procession which culminated in the burning of an 
innage of Lieut. Governor Coldeu——along with one of his Satanic Maj- 
esty—on the Bowling Green. 

No division of parties had as yet occurred. All were united 
against the Stamp Act, which was defended only by the Episcopal 
clergy and the officers of the Crown. 

What part did Benjamin Ogden take in the tumult of that time? 
Whatever may have been his feelings at an earlier day he could not 
but have attended with enthusiasm the rejoicings of June 4th, 1766, 
when was celebrated the repeal of the Stamp Act. ‘That was indeed a 
glorious day, and one of rejoicing for both Whig and Tory, An ox 
was barbecued on the Common, and twenty-five barrels of beer and a 
hogshead of punch were provided for the feast. 

Such stirring scenes would undoubtedly have made a deep im- 
pression on the mind of a keen-witted child, all the more so because 
of her father being a more than interested participant in these events. 

During the four ensuing years Rachel must often have looked 
with wondering, childish eyes, upon the great liberty pole with its 
inscription: ‘The King, Pitt, Liberty’’; which, during that time was 
a subject of fierce controversy between the British soldiers and the 
Sons of Liberty. Did she grasp the significance of the fact when, on 
January 16th, 1770, it was finally cut down and replaced by a pole 

1 My Great-Grandmother, 
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bearing on its topmast a vane with the one word: ‘‘Liberty,’’ we can- 
not say. Doubtless, in company with her brother Benjamin-—who was 
four years her junior—she was an entranced on-looker at these excit- 
ing happenings. But her time was not all given to such things; for 
she must have been an exemplary little student, as, however she at- 
tained it, she was a highly educated woman. That the samplers she 
worked were not preserved in the family was because of the many 
changes and trying vicissitudes which marked her younger days, and 
which were the reason of no written memorial of any kind relating 
to that time having come down to us. 

An event which had an important bearing upon the affairs of the 
Ogden family was the coming in July, 1771, of William Tryon as 
Governor of New York. Later incidents in the history of the family 
point to the fact of their having been ou friendly terms with the new 
British official and his household. 

Krom 1771 to 1775 Rachel was beside her mother as a staunch 
little helper, and without doubt they often talked together of the 
great events of which they heard through her father’s coming and 
going. Perhaps they regretted the tea that was thrown overboard 
from the ship London, as also that which was turned back to Mngland 
in the Nancy, in the year 1774, some four months after the Boston 
‘‘Tea Party’’; but, if so, they did not speak of it to Benjamin Ogden, 
who had already anxieties enough upon his shoulders without their 
adding to them. 

Whether she saw hin or not our fourteen-year-old Rachel could 
not but have heard—most probably from her father—of the horseman, 
who, on the Sunday following the battle of Lexington,’ had ridden so 
furiously down Broadway bearing despatches to the New York Com- 
mittee of Safety, telling of this great event. 

From that moment Rachel perceived that her mother’s anxiety 
deepened, and they both noted that Benjamin Ogden was more and 
more occupied upon errands whose purport they divined but dared 
not mention. 

On June 25th, 1775, General Washington, accompanied by gen- 
erals Lee and Schuyler, passed through the city on his way from 
Philadelphia to Boston, but this item of news interested our Rachels— 
mother and daughter—less than did that of the arrival on that same 
date of Governor Tryon who had been absent on a visit to England; 
and who, a few days later was greeted with the momentous tidings 
that on July 2nd, Washington had taken command of the Continental 

Army. 
One month later there occurred an incident which must have di- 
rectly affected the fortunes of the Ogden family, as it did those of all 
the other inhabitants of New York whether Whig or Tory 


1 April 19, 1775. 
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As, during the night of August 23rd, 1775, a company of artillery 
under command of Captain John Lamb, of the Continental army, 
were removing the guns from Fort George to forts in the Highlands, 
they were fired upon from a launch belonging to the British frigate 
Asia. The fire was promptly returned, killing one man and wounding 
several others. In answer to this the Asia fired a broadside into the 
city, the balls ploughing through several houses and wounding three 
men belonging to the artillery company. This created a general panic, 
and Governor Tryon, writing six days later, stated that at least one- 
third of the inhabitants had left the city. 

Statements that have so far been accredited in the family tell that 
‘‘during her husband’s absence Mrs. Ogden sent her four children to 
a brother’s or sister’s farm, near Rye, Westchester Co., N. Y., and was 
herself offered a shelter on one of the English ships in N. Y. harbor, 
where she remained for some time.’’ | 

Recently discovered papers from the ‘‘ Bureau of Archives for the 
Provinee of Ontario,’’ shed.a different light upon this matter, and 
show that it was in company with her husband—and not because of his 
absence—that Rachel Westervelt Ogden went on board the British 
ship; and they furthermore indicate that this occurred immediately 
after the episode of the Asia, and, in all probability, directly in conse- 
quence thereof. 

To explain this it will be necessary to turn to a much later period 
in the family history. To that time when they were all refugees in 
Nova Scotia. For the paper above referred to tells us that, amongst 
claimants of pensions from the British Government is the case of 
Rachel Wetmore, ‘‘ Widow of Benjamin Ogden, formerly of New York, 
now wife of Timothy Wetmore,’’ who, ‘‘appears and says her first 
husband was Benjamin Ogden. Tle lived at New York. He was ap- 
prehended as a friend of Government in 1775. In 1776 he was con- 
fidentially employed by Governor Tryon. He staid on board the Asia, 
then on board the Duchess of Gordon. Went with the troops to Long 
Island. Raised men for a Captain’s Company in Govr. Browne’s 
Regt. but he failed to get the Commission as Capt., but had that 
of Lieut. Continued as Lieut. till he lost his life at Hanging Rock, 
S. Carolina, in 1780. He left Claimant, his widow, and four children. 
Rachel, married to George Wetmore. At Antigonish, 25 or 26 years 
of age. Benjamin Ogden at Antigonish. He served during the war. 
Has half pay as Ensign, now 21. Albert (also) at Antigonish, 17 
years of age; and Andrew, here. Her husband left only personal 
estate. Claimant herself came to this Province in July ’83. Con- 
tinued here during the Winter.’’ | 

This statement shows that Benjamin Ogden was ‘‘apprehended’’ 
as ‘‘friend of Government’’ in 1775; and if he were seized in the 
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arrest of Tories ordered after the episode of the Asia he must have 
made good his escape and taken refuge on that ship, possibly accom- 
panied by his wife. It would have been then that the children were 
sent to Rye. 

New York was at that time no pleasant place for Tories. <A 
jubilant Whig of the day indeed wrote: ‘‘New York has been con- 
verted almost instantly as St. Paul was of old; a Tory dares not open 
his mouth.’’! | 

Referring again to the official records of the ‘‘Bureau of Ar- 
chives,’’ we find that Mrs. Ogden-Wetmore tells that they had: ‘‘ Lost 
furniture, tools, etc. when her husband went on Board the Asia; ‘‘and 
she furthermore explains that he was: ‘Taken on acct. of his going 
to Govr. Tryon.’’ She gives the following estimate of their losses: 
“*Hurniture amount of 40 Pounds Sterling. Tools for turning. ‘Tools 
for Joiner’s and Carpenter’s work. 3 sets compleat Det. books. 50 
Boards and Stuff, Sashes and Pediments.’’ 

Claimant ‘‘ produces attestation to show her Husband raised 45 
men. Produces Wart. to enlist men in Gen. Brown’s Brigade. Pro- 
duces Certificate from Major Carden that Lieut. Benj. Ogden was 
killed in action, Aug. 1780.’’ 

In these same archives is also the statement of one Azor Betts, 
witness for Mrs. Ogden-Wetmore, in her claims. Witness states that 
he ‘‘knew the late Benj. Ogden. He was a very active Loyalist. He 
was the first man he thinks apprehended and confined on account of his 
Loyalty at New York. He served and lost his life in action. Left 
4 children when he went on Board the Asia.’’ (There is no question 
of his leaving his wife). ‘*‘He had a house well furnished. He had 
at sundry times things seized after he had went on Board the Asia. 
He had a large Quantity of Joiners and Carpenters tools; enough to 
supply from 12 to 20 workmen—Chiefly.’’ 

Another Witness—one Benj. Close, states: 


‘Knew Benj. Ogden. He was an active, zealous Loyalist. 
Knew him on Board the Duchess of Gordon. We was confiden- 
tially employed by Govr. Tryon. His house at New York was 
well furnished. Jle had been a House Carpenter and employed 
a good many apprentices. Saw many tools when Mrs. Wetmore”’ 
—he was calling her by her name at the time this testimony was 
given—‘‘came to Staten Island. She said she had been obliged to 
quit the house and had been stript of many things.”’ 


Returning to the question of the Asia, we find that, after having 
fired upon the city she was no longer allowed any communication 
with it, nor were the people allowed to furnish her with fresh provi- 
sions. The more ardent Patriots indeed seized and burned several 


1Van Tyne: ‘*Loyalists in the Amer. Rev.’’ 
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small boats and sloops that they had found attempting to infringe 
this order. 

So intense became the animosity to the Tories at that time that 
Governor Tryon himself on October 13th, 1775, dreading arrest, took 
refuge aboard the British ship, Duchess of Gordon, under protection 
of the Asia; and there, until the oecupancy of New York by the Brit- 
ish in September, 1776, was all the business pertaining to his office 
transacted. 

Whether Mrs. Ogden went with her husband directly aboard the 
Asia, or whether she went first to Staten Island, as Benj. Close’s state- 
ment would indicate, and joined Benjamin Ogden only when he went 
aboard the Duchess of Gordon, we do not know, but certain words of 
Trevelyan’s' may have a bearing upon our narrative. ‘‘Mnough,’’ he 
writes, “‘among the leading citizens to form a fatr-sized viceregal 
court lived with Tryon on his ship in the harbor.’”’ 

*Sad and depressing were the days in New York during the 
summer of 1775, and the winter of 1775-1776. A letter written in 
November, 1775, says: ‘* All business stagnated, the city half deserted 
for fear of a bombardment * * * Nothing from t’other side of the 
water but a fearful looking for of wrath.’’® 

And yet loyalism: “‘all the provinces of New York over, was fash- 
ionable in every rank.*”* 

If, in accordance with the statement of Azor Betts, Benjamin 
Ogden was the first man apprehended on account of his loyalty in 
New York, this ‘‘apprehension’’ probably occurred before the month 
of November, when Washington ordered ‘‘the seizure of all unfriendly 
government officers who were in the vicinity of the seat of war.’”® 

Betts affidavit states that Ogden was ‘‘apprehended and con- 
fined ;’’ but if such were the case he must very shortly have made 
good his eseape to the Asia, which was apparently a haven of refuge 
for persecuted Tories. From that ship, possibly because of his ‘‘con- 
fidential’’ relations with the Governor, he was transferred to the 
Duchess of Gordon, where he and his wife remained as members of 
the ‘‘fair-sized vice-regal court,’’ vintil September, 1776; or until the 
British took possession of New York. 

It was during the time of their parents’ stay on board the Duchess 
of Gordon, that young Rachel, then in her fifteenth year, was sent with 

1 American Revolution. 


2In that very month in whieh Tryon took refuge on the Duchess of 
Gordon, George ILL was asking Parliament for men and means suflicient for a 
vigorous prosecution of the war; and despite strong opposition from Burke, 
Fox and others, an army of 25,000 men, ‘‘with fleet and ample supplies’’ was 
immediately voted. . 

3 Todd’s: ‘*New York.’? 

4'Trevelyan. 

5 Van Tyne. 
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her three brothers, Benjamin, Albert and Andrew, aged respectively, 
ten, six and three years, to the farm in Westchester County. ‘This 
may possibly have been to the home of their father’s sister, Susannah 
Ogden, whose husband Henry Dusenberry, was, in 1775, captain of 
the Militia Company of Harrison Precinct, in the South Battalion, of 
Westchester County.’ There were five Dusenberry cousins, and if it 
was there the Ogden children went they must have had a very Jolly 
time all together. 

Benjamin Ogden and his wife looked upon Westchester as a safe 
refuge for these young people, knowing the loyalists were there greatly 
in the majority. While at the Farm Rachel, despite her youth, took 
entire charge of her brothers, making and repairing their clothing— 
no light matter with boys of their ages—and otherwise ‘‘mothering”’ 
them. While there she could hardly have failed to mect the Rev. 
Samuel Seabury, who was then rector of St. Peter’s Church, West- 
chester ; and who was, shortly after her return to New York, to offici- 
ate at her wedding. 

That Rachel was an attractive girl and mature for her years 1s 
shown by the fact that while at her aunt’s in Westchester a young 
Englishman whom she there met, fell in love with her and asked her 
to marry him. His name has not come down to us, but family tradi- 
Liuu asserls Lat sle was yreally inclined to fancy him until teased and 
laughed out of it by her brothers and youthful cousins. 

That this could have been no deep and lasting sentiment is cer- 
tain, since it must have been either shortly before leaving West- 
chester, or immediately after her return to New York, that she met 
the handsome young loyalist, George Wetmore; whom she married 
on September 11th, 1777. I wish that we had some record of their 
first meeting, but, alas, there is none. That Wetmore was active at 
that time in recruiting for the King’s service would rather indicate 
their having made each others’ acquaintance in Westchester, which 
would have been a likely field for recruits for the British. Another 
reason for his presence there would have been because of its being the 
home of his cousin, Timothy Wetmore, who, we are told, was a ‘‘ per- 
son of consideration and influence’’; and who, at a meeting of the 
freeholders of Westchester at Rye, in September, 1774, had been one 
of the signers of the paper declaring: ‘‘their great desire and full 
resolution to live and die peaceable subjects to our gracious Sovereign 
King George the Third and his laws.’” 


1 Mrs. Vermilye: ‘‘Ogden family.’’ | 
2 Mr. Wetmore was an educator of prominence, and was the first to receive 
the honorary degree of A.M. from King’s College, now Columbia, New York. 
(Sabine. American Loyalists.) Timothy Wetmore later became the husband 


of Rachel Westervelt, widow of Benjamin Ogden. They both went to Nova 
Seotia as Refugees in 1783. 
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The Wetmores were a Connecticut family ; descendants of Thomas 
Whitmore who came to America in 1635, and who was one of the 
founders of the city of Middletown in that state. Young George had 
engaged at an early age in the West India trade, and had thereby 
amassed a very considerable fortune. Brought up in the strictest 
principles of loyalty, he, at the outbreak of the Revolution, gave up 
his business and set out to procure men for the loyalist army. That 
would have been immediately after the momentous lourth of July, 
1776; while Rachel and her brothers were still in Westchester. 

We see by this that none of the Ogden family were in New York 
during the great outburst of excitement that followed the proclama- 
tion of the Declaration of Independence; but it was but natural that 
they should have shared in the general Tory delight upon learning, a 
few days later, that General Howe had arrived at Staten Island, 
bringing large reinforcements from England with him. From that 
day until September 15th, when General Howe took possession of 
New York, the air was tense with excitement. That Governor Tryon 
on that same date abandoned the shelter of the Duchess of Gordon, 
and returned to his city residence, is shown by the fact of his having 
been present at the famous Lindley Murray luncheon.’ 

This departure of their host from the Duchess of Gordon would 
naturally have led to the seattering of the guests of the, so-called, 
““viceregal court,’’? and it was without doubt shortly after this that 
the Ogden children returned from Westchester and the family were 
reunited. 

Their homecoming, however, must have been rather a sad one, as, 
within a week after Howe had taken possession of the city, a great fire 
swept from Whitehall street to Broadway, and then across to the 
North River, demolishing about a thousand houses, including Trinity 
Church, its rectory and charity school, large and extensive buildings, 
together with two hundred dwellings that stood on church ground.” 
Amongst these last would have been, in all probability, the Ogdens’ 
home. Whether Benjamin and Rachel Ogden were driven from their 
home by this terrible conflagration, or whether it occurred before their 
return we are not told. 


1This incident shows how a clever and attractive woman out-witted the 
British Commander and prevented his cutting off Gen. Putnam’s retreat. When 
Howe had reached the spot known as Murray Hill, which was then a ‘‘noble 
country farmstead,’’ Mrs. Lindley Murray, mother of the famous grammarian, 
sent out a servant to invite him to stop and take luncheon. A halt was ordered; 
and while Howe and his officers were kept there for over two hours by their 
accomplished and subtle hostess, drinking her Quaker husband’s fine Madeira 
and listening to a merry argument on polities between Governor Tryon and 
herself. Putnam hastily marehed his four thousand men up the shore of the 
Hudson, until, passing Bloomingdale, he touehed the right wing of the main 
army, and was safe, though the tents, blankets, and heavy guns had been left 
behind. (Fiske and Trevelyan.) 

? Beardsley: ‘‘Life of Bishop Seabury.’’ 
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The loyalists were greatly emboldened by the British oceupation 
of New York, and from that moment thought there could be but one 
end to the conflict. Benjamin Ogden was, doubtless, one of the signers 
of the congratulatory letter to Governor Tryon professing the sincer- 
est joy at his return to the city, ‘‘because it was a token of the bless- 
ings of peace and security under his Majesty’s auspicious govern- 
ment.’’? 

About this same time Dr. Seabury, who had been under surveil- 
lance in Westchester, and had with some difficulty made his escape 
when a body of troops had been sent to his house to arrest him, 
sought protection for himself and his family within the lines of the 
king’s army.” Tle made his way into New York, whence, during the 
winter of 1776-1777 he wrote: ‘‘Many families of my parishioners 
are now in this town who used to live decently, suffering for common 
necessaries. I daily meet them, and it is melancholy to observe the 
dejection strongly marked on their faces, which seems to implore that 
assistance which I am unable to give. To pity and pray for them is 
all I can do. I shall say nothing more of my own situation at present, 
than that I have hitherto supported myself and family with deceney,”’ 
—he applied himself, for the support of his family, to the practice of 
medicine, as he had done to a limited extent in Westchester—‘‘and I 
will not distrust the goodness of God which has hitherto preserved 
me, nor render myself unworthy of it by repining and discontent.’”* 

As Dr. Seabury must have been well known to the different 
branches of the Ogden family in Westchester it is not beyond the 
bounds of possibility that he may have brought Rachel and her 
brothers with him when he came to New York seeking protection for 
his family and himself. 

During the autumn of 1776 Benjamin Ogden was actively en- 
gaged in raising men for General Montford Browne’s Brigade, and 
we know from his wife’s statement that he was successful in enlisting 
forty-five, who doubtless joined the Prince of Wales American Regi- 
ment, in which regiment Ogden himself held the rank of lieutenant. 

George Wetmore, who was engaged in the same line of duty, 
having enlisted a company of forty-eight men at his own expense, at- 
tached them, under the name of Independent Volunteers, to Brig. Gen- 
Montford Browne’s Brigade; receiving from that officer his first 
commission of lieutenant on January Ist, 1777; being then in his 
twenty-sixth year.* This similarity of duty must have thrown the two 
loyalist officeers—the older and the younger man—together, all the 
more so that they were serving under the same Commander. On the 


1 lick: ‘‘Loyalism in New York.’’ 

2 Beardsley: ‘‘Life of Seabury.’’ 

3 Beardsley: ‘Life of B. S.’’ 

4 George Wetmore was born July 31, 1751. 
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twentieth of the month of January in which Wetmore had received 
his commission as lieutenant, Rachel Ogden attained her sixteenth 
year. This event was assuredly celebrated with fitting rejoicings in 
the Ogdens’ home, and it is but reasonable to suppose that Lieutenant 
Wetmore was one of the guests upon that occasion. On March 25th, 
1777, George Wetmore was promoted to a captaincy under General 
Browne,' and it is possible that his engagement to Rachel Ogden was 
announced at about this time. 

“The records tell us that the Prince of Wales American Regiment 
was formed about the beginning of the year 1777,* and it was probably 
one of the corps of Provincial Loyalists of which Governor Tryon took 
command in April of that year. This would have been five months 
before the Wetmore-Ogden wedding. 

In what chureh this wedding took plave we cannot say with cer- 
tainty. Trinity, the family church, had been, as already shown, de- 
stroyed by fire. Dr. Inglis, who was elected rector on March 20th, 
1777, in being admitted to office according to the forms and customs 
of those days ‘‘was conducted to Trinity and the ceremony made 
valid by placing his hand on the wall of the church, the same being 
then a ruin.’’* There were, however, the two chapels, St. Paul’s and 
St. George’s, belonging both to the Trinity Corporation, which had 
escaped destruction, and were again opened for regular services.° 

That it should have been Dr. Seabury instead of Dr. Inglis who 
officiated upon this occasion would suggest the degree of intimacy that 
existed between the former and the Ogden, and, in all probability, the 
Wetmore family as well. Furthermore, what could be more natural 


1 Mrs. Vermilye: ‘‘Ogden Family History.’’ 

“Canadian records tell us that: ‘‘the general plan in raising the loyalist 
regiments was the issuing to some patriotic and influential person a warrant to 
raise a corps of which he was to be the commander. The commander in turn 
offered commissions to those who could enlist a certain number of young men, 
the number required for a captainey being larger than that for a commission 
as lieutenant or ensign.’’ 

The New Brunswick records furthermore state that: ‘‘Many of the most 
famous of the loyalist corps were raised in New York or in part within its 
borders.’’ 

Roberts: New York in the Revolution: ‘‘Among the Loyalist troops fur- 
nished by New York were: The King’s Rangers; The Royal American lene- 
ibles; The Queen’s Rangers; The New York Volunteers; The King’s American 
Regiment; The Prince of Wales American Voluntecrs; De Lancey’s Battalions; 
The Second American Regiment; The King’s American Dragoons; The Loyal 
American Regiment; The American Legion; The Orange Rangers; The Guides 
and Pioneers; The Westchester Volunteers; and The Associated Loyalists.’’ 

%The New Brunswick records tell us that this regiment consisted of 10 
companies, having 33 officers and 442 non-commissioned officers and men. 

These British Corps were uniformed and received the usual pay and ra- 
tions, and in them, there served at one time and another at least 25,000 natives 
of America. (N. B. records.) 

4 Beardsley. 

5 These services had been suspended during the American oceupancy be- 
cause of Washington’s notification that: ‘‘he would be glad to have the prayers 
for the king and the royal family omitted.’’ 
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than for Dr. Inglis, the newly-installed rector of Trinity, to have of- 
fered one of these chapels to his close friend Dr. Seabury for the 
holding of this ceremony ? 

Although no account of that wedding has come down to us it is 
but natural to suppose—in view of Benjamin Ogden’s official rela- 
tions with the Governor, and of the fact of his having with his wife, 
spent almost an entire year as the Tryons’ guests on the Duchess of 
Gordon,—that both Governor and Lady Tryon were present on that 
occasion. — 

The date of the marriage of this young couple was September 
11th, 1777; on which day took place the battle of Brandywine. We 
know therefor, that neither the Prince of Wales American Regiment, 
or the Independent Volunteers were present at that conflict. 

Family tradition tells us that Captain and Mrs. Wetmore were 
the handsomest couple that walked on Queen (now Pearl) street, the 
Fifth Avenue of those times.’ . | 

However tranquil things may have been on Queen street it is cer- 
tain that New York was, in general, no pleasant place of residence 
at that time. The burned district was covered with a city of tents 
sheltering veritable banditti, making the streets unsafe for citizens 
after dark. There were also the hospitals and prison-houses to harrow 
‘the souls of the pitiful. Business was entirely suspended. Many 
were in desperate need. ‘To leave the city required a pass from Lord 
Howe or one of his subordinates. To enter it from within the Ameri- 
can lines demanded a permit from General Washington.” 

A year earlier, at just about the time Rachel and her brothers 
had rejoined their parents, one, alas, had entered New York, only to 
add to the tragical incidents in the city’s history. That was young 
Nathan Hale, who, upon being captured on September 22nd, 1776, had 
“boldly avowed himself a spy in the service of General Washington.”’ 

*There was short shrift for him; and we only wish that one of the 
loyalist ancestors now in question might have proved to be the British 
officer who furnished the prisoner with pen and paper that he might 
send a last message to his mother; and who also provided him with a 
Bible for his last hour, both these things having been refused him by 
the brutal provost-marshal who had the execution in his charge. 

While it has not been possible to obtain the record of the early 
years of service of General Montford Browne’s Brigade, it is more 
then likely that by the time George and Rachel Wetmore’s first child 
was born, which was on November first, 1778, the father was no longer 
in New York. This first-born was a daughter; a third Rachel; ‘and 


i Mrs. Vermilye: ‘‘Ogden Fam. Hist.’’ 
2Todd: ‘*New York.’’ 

8 Todd: ‘*New York.’’ 

4 Later Mrs. Israel Canfield. 
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was doubtless a source of great comfort and happiness to the other 
Rachels—mother and daughter—during the long years ot loneliness 
and intense anxiety through which they were destined to pass. 

During the last months of the year 1777, and throughout 1778, 
the three boys, Benjamin, Albert and Andrew, would have been with 
their mother and sister in New York, but after that time Andrew 
Who was then but seven, alone remained with the women-folks, 

In the New Brunswick Ilistorical Soviety’s records is found the 
following: ‘‘Lieutenant Benjamin Ogden served in the Prince of 
Wales American Regiment during 1777, 1778, 1779 and 1780; and in 
South Carolina his name seems to have been dropped after that year. 
Benjamin Ogden and (his brother) Albert Ogden were volunteers in 
Capt. Bridgenerter’s company, in the same regiment during 1779, 
1780, and 1781.’’ | 

It was in New York that Banastre Tarleton recruited and or- 
ganized the great number of Tory soldiers for the invasion of the 
south; which force was called: ‘The British Legion.’’ 

Although but fourteen years of age Benjamin Ogden, 2nd, was 
allowed to accompany his father upon this South Carolina campaign 
under Tarleton, and he received his commission as heutenant in 1779. 
Being too young to carry the heavy musket of the soldiers, his father 
had one made to fit him, for none were allowed to enlist who could 
not carry a musket. ‘‘ His brother Albert, who told us the story,’ was 
a cadet in the same company and in the same regiment with their 
father—the P. W. A. RKegiment.”’ s 

By October, 1779, nearly two-thirds of the British troops in 
Savannah were Tories.” 

It is interesting to note the ages of these boys. Benjamin 2nd, 
a lieutenant at fourteen, and Albert ailowed to join the regiment as 
a cadet at the age of ten. 

News of the fighting would have reached the Ogden-Wetmore 
household in New York but with difficulty and at rare intervals. Nor 
had they any longer the protection afforded them by the friendship 
of the Governor’s family; as, early in 1778 Tryon had asked per- 
mission to resign his governorship, and had been given a military 
command. 

Drearily indeed passed the long years 1778, 1779, and the greater 
half of 1780, and although neither Rachel Ogden nor Rachel Wetmore 
were women who would have spent any time in idleness, and were 
assuredly amongst the number who ministered to those in the hospitals 
and prisons, their own hearts could not but have been heavy with 
anxiety throughout those trying years. 


1 Writes Mrs. Vermilye. 
2 Van Tyne. 
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In South Carolina the war was raging fiercely, and the British 
Legion under ‘Tarleton was apparently wreaking disaster upon the 
Patriot Cause. 

Then, on August 6th, 1780, occurred the battle of ‘*Tanging 
Rock,’’ the sad details of which may have been received at the Ogden- 
Wetmore home only months after it had taken place. This was the 
first battle in which Tarleton—‘ Kngland’s Hunting Leopard’’— 
‘met with defeat. In it, the British Post under the command of Major 
Carden, of the P. W. A. Regiment, was surprised by the American 
General Sumter, and of the entire British foree—consisting of some 
five hundred men—one hundred and sixty were killed and many more 
wounded. ‘The losses sustained by the P. W. A. Regiment alone were 
seventy out of a force numbering at that time but eighty or ninety; 
aud every officer of the regiment was either killed or seriously 
wounded. Browne’s Corps of Provincials—to which was attached 
George Wetmore’s ‘‘ Independent Volunteers’’—also suffered heavily. 
{t was in that battle—upon the American side of course—that Andrew 
Jackson made his first appearance in history, an orphan boy of thir- 
teen, staunch in the fight as any of his comrades.* 

Benjamin Ogden and both his sons were present at that battle, . 
and in it the father was mortally wounded, and died while lying in 
his tent in his son Benjamin’s arms. 

Although it may very possibly not have been until after Corn- 
wallis’ surrender on October 19th, 1781, that the Ogden brothers were 
able to carry the distressful tidings to their mother and sister in New 
York, Rachel Westervelt Ogden had not been without a warning, a 
premonition of the dread fact; for, at the time of Benjamin Ogden’s 
leaving this world, she had had a dream in which her husband ‘‘ stood 
beside her holding her hand and pressing her wedding ring’’; while 
he said ‘‘ Rachel, I am dying, but you shall never want.’”* 

This ring is still in the possession of certain descendants of a life- 
long friend of Mrs. Ogden’s, who guard it jealously, attaching to it a 
kind of superstitution that prosperity attends any one who possesses 
it. On the inside of the ring is inscribed: ‘‘ Hearts united, live con- 
tented.’” | | 

The news of Cornwallis’ surrender at Yorktown reached New 
York only at the end of October, and it was indeed a terrible blow 
to the Loyalists who had all along taken comfort in the thought that 
rebellions in the past had usually failed, and that even when the rebels 
had won, they had been worse off than before.® 


1 Fiske; ‘‘ rican Re ion,’ M4 a 
, Fiske American Revolution COS61 aoe 
3 Mrs. Vermilye: ‘‘Ogden Fam, Hist.’’ 

4 Tbid. 

5 Van Tyne. 
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It was some fourteen months after the battle of Hanging Rock, in 
which Benjamin Ogden had lost his life, that ‘larieton’s military 
career came to an end at Yorktown; and George Wetmore—serving 
with the British Legion, which formed part of the eight thousand and 
more troops and sailors included in the surrender—became a prisoner 
of war. 

Not until March 26th, 1788, did Rivington’s **‘ Royal Lying Ga- 
zette,’’? as the Whigs called it, publish in New York the first authentic 
news of the treaty of peace; and only on September ord, of that year 
was the final treaty signed and ratified by both govermueuts. 

On November 25th, the last of the British troops evacuated New 
York, embarking at the Battery, and rowing with crestfallen air away 
to their ships. They were swiftly followed by another army; that of 
the American Loyalists, who, having adhered to the Crown, had now 
no part in the new country, and whom the bitter resentment of the 
Whigs, if not their own pride, would have forced into exile. British 
official reports of November 24th, 1783, show that up to that date, 
_ 29,244 men, women and children had been furnished transportation to 
Canada. They were not all loyalists.- Amongst them were soldiers 
with their families; and three thousand negro slaves who were taken 
by their masters.? 

Amongst these refugee loyalists who went to the British Provinces 
in 1783, were the Ogden and Wetmore group. ‘The party consisted of 
Rachel Westervelt, widow of Licutenant Benjamin Ogden, with her 
sons Benjamin, Albert and Andrew, then aged respectively eighteen, 
fourteen and eleven years; and her daughter Rachel with her husband, 
Captain George Wetmore and their little daughter Rachel, then five 
years of age. 

Although the date of their sailing is not mentioned it is very 
possible that it took place on April 26th, when upward of twenty 
ships, under convoy, left Sandy Hook for Nova Scotia. The Union is 
said to have been the fastest sailor of the fleet, and she led the way for 
fourteen days, arriving before the other ships had come in sight. That 
would have been on May 10th, and a note in Rachel Wetmore’s own 
handwriting reads: ‘‘Geo. C. Wetmore was born at Halifax the 11th 
May 1783, Sunday Morn. 11 o’clock,’’ which statement would show 
that if they went under that convoy, they must, perforce, have gone in 
the fastest ship. 

Their departure from New York was a very hurried one, as, when 
the summons came for them to start they had to leave in such haste 
that they could not even wait for the bread that was baking in the 
oven. Doubtless this fact caused them severe deprivation on ship- 
board. They had already taken the precaution to bury the greater 

1Todd’s Hist of N. Y. 
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part of the family silver in the garden. Amongst the pieces especially 
mentioned were a solid silver punch bowl, soup tureen and ladle. All 
their possessions in New York were confiscated.’ 

Timothy Wetmore, whose wife Rachel Westervelt Ogden became 
soon after reaching Nova Scotia, may have gone there at a somewhat 
earlier date, but it was also in the year 1783. He was a second cousin 
of her son-in-law, Captain George Wetmore, but was of an older gen- 
eration. , 

‘<The cause of the Loyalists failed,’’ writes Van Tyne, ‘‘but their 
stand was just and natural. They were the prosperous and contented 
men, the men without a grievance. Conservatism was the only polity 
that one could expect of them. Men do not rebel to rid theiselves of 
prosperity. The Loyalist obeyed his nature as truly as the Patriot, 
but, as events proved, chose the ill-fared cause, and, when the struggle 
ended, his prosperity had fled, and he was an outcast and an exile.’’ 


EPILOGUE. 


Ten years did George Wetmore and his family remain in Nova 
Scotia, where, at Antigonish, he had received a grant of eight hundred 
acres of land. That they were not there steadily is, however, shown 
by Rachel Wetmore’s diary in which is inscribed the birth of a son, 
Alexander Ogden, ‘‘at Middletown, Connecticut, the 14th of April, 
1785, Saturday, 4 o’clock A.M.’’? ‘They may have returned in hopes 
of recovering some of their possessions that had been forfeited, but in 
any case their stay was only u short one, as, in December, 1786, an- 
other son, William Henry, was born at Antigonish; and again on 
February 12th, 1789, a second daughter, Sophia Maria,* was born in 
the same place. 

At the end of ten years they returned to the United States—as 
the country had then beeome—and went to Wetimore’s Island on the 
Penobscot river. This island belonged to Judge William Wetmore, of 
Boston, a brother of Captain George; and it had received iis name in 
ecomphment to Judge Wetmore who had resided there for sometime. 

During the four years, or thereabouts, that George and Rachel 
Wetmore spent at the island a third daughter, Harrict Augusta,* and 
a fourth, Charlotte Cornelia,® were added to the family. Finding 


iMrs. Vermilye: ‘*Hist. 0. F.’’ 

2 This second marriage of Rachel and Timothy not only provided her with 
a protector but brought her sons under the influence of one whose wise 
counsel and instruction proved of inestimable value to them. In this marriage 
is also seen the fulfillment of the prophetic words spoken by Benjamin Ogden 
to his wife in her dream of August, 1780. 

3 Later, Mrs. Joseph Lovell. 

4 Later, Mrs. James Colles. 
‘ en Mrs. Richard Ebbetts; by her second marriage: Mrs. Dayton I. 
Janfield. 
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there no advantages of education for the rapidly increasing family, 
the George Wetmores left sometime during the year 1798 for New 
York. Learning, upon their arrival, that the yellow fever was raging 
in that city they decided to continue on to Troy, New Jersey. On 
their way there they went up the Passaic River to a Dutch settlement, 
called Second River,’ which, as early as 1682 had had a considerable 
population. This may once have been the home of Rachel Westervelt. 

Reaching Troy they purchased land there in December, 1798; and 
there, on November 2nd, 1800, Captain Wetmore was taken from this 
world. 

That same year Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Wetmore returned to 
New York, where her two sons Albert and Andrew were then wealthy 
importing merchants.? 

Rachel Wetmore, finding herself at thirty-nine years of age, a 
widow with ten children, met the emergency bravely,® and surviving 
her husband for fifty years, left her five daughters happily married, 
and her sons well established in business. | 

She died on March 23rd, 1850, at the home of my grandparents,‘ 
the old ‘‘Doughty Plaece,’’ in Morristown, N. J., and although other- 
wise preserving her truly remarkable faculties well into the last year 
of her life, she would yet, from time to time, address my father, who 
had lately returned from the Mexican war, as ‘‘Captain Wetmore’’; 
and would furthermore occasionally startle the family by a midnight 
rendering, in a sweet but somewhat quavering voice, of the British 
National Anthem: ‘‘God save the King.”’ 


SorepHig RADFORD DE MEISSNER. 


1 Now Belleville. Mrs. Vermilye. 

Mrs. Wetmore’s son Andrew Ogden, died Nov. Sth, 1819; and the follow- 
ing year, March 21st, 1820, her husband, Timothy Wetmore, aged 85, was also 
taken. 

About "this time her son Albert met with business reverses, and it was 
deemed best to return to the British Provinees. There she made her home 
with him and his daughter Margaret, in Carleton. 

Sometime before her death her son Albert picked up an old newspaper in 
the street and read that the widows of officers should receive their back pen- 
sions from the British government, which had been discontinued then for a 
number of years. They applied for, and received the money at a time when it 
was most acceptable. Mrs. Timothy Wetmore died on July 2nd, 1829, aged 94 
years; and she was buried in the church yard at St. George, N.B. Her daughter 
Rachel survived her twenty-one years. 

Mrs. Vermilye: ‘‘Ogden Fam. Hist.’’ 

3 As is graphically shown in both of the following memoirs: 

Mrs. Vermilye: ‘‘Ogden I'am. Hist.’’ 
Mrs. Robert W. De Forest: ‘‘James Colles, Life and Letters.’’ 

4 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lovell; whose daughter married on Nov. 21st, 1848, 
Captain William Radford (ater Rear Admiral, U.S.N.) 
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